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Below is a summary of topics discussed at the HDTA Executive Council meeting held on February 23, 2015. Please see 

your site rep for any clarifications. 

1. Jayme shared an update on her schedule since we last met in January.  She thanked all the members who 

responded so quickly to the “contact the school board” request; our voice was heard!  The response to the Week 

of Action for the renewal of the ESEA was solid and your advocacy on behalf of students and over-testing is 

appreciated. She has been in meetings with the finance committee, the district tech coordinators, our NEA/CTA 

Uniserve team, a school board member, and district administration to voice the concerns, hopes, and issues 

addressed to her by our membership.  She is also attending PAR meetings and reports that the work being done by 

this group is outstanding. 

2. We are all reminded that this is evaluation season and deadlines for completion are looming so some of our 

administration team members may be pushing us to sign or respond quickly to evaluations.  Remember that you 

have five days in which to respond and that an administrator should be sitting down with you to discuss your 

evaluation; if they just place it in your box and ask for a signature, please take it to the administrator and request a 

conference.  Then let me or your building rep know.  If you have any other concerns about your evaluation, please 

speak to your building rep. 

3. There will be two more CalSTRS workshops here at the HDTA office on March 10 and March 19.  If you have 

signed up for either one of those workshops, please be here for some very valuable information. 

4. The WiSH Foundation is again sponsoring the “Starry, Starry Night” dance program at GVHS on March 14.  This 

third annual production includes national dancers from programs such as “So You Think You Can Dance.”  It is a 

fun evening and all the proceeds go to the WiSH Foundation – which benefits our classrooms.  The dancers all 

donate their time for free.  Link to http://www.wishscv.org/ to reserve your seat. 

5. Time is running out on our bargaining survey.  Thank you to the nearly 350 people who have already responded.  

The link is https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/825RHGS and the survey closes at the end of Feb. 

6. Our HDTA bylaws have been reviewed and updated.  The Executive Council will be voting on the changes in 

March. 

7. We are entering into elections season.  The balloting for NEA RA will be taking place on your campuses soon.  

Please be alert to those announcements; these representatives will travel to Atlanta in July to conduct the business 

of the NEA on our behalf.   

8. The yearly election cycle for CTA and HDTA elections will be commencing shortly. HDTA will be using online 

voting for this election. Members need to provide a non-school email address in order to vote online. Go to 

hartdistrictteachers.org to add yours to the list. Chapter elections will be held online March 26-31, 2015. Those 

who do not provide an email address will have the option to vote on a paper ballot at the HDTA office on March 

30-31 from 3-5 pm. For a more detailed timeline check with your building rep as they have a copy of the full 

election timeline.   

9. Any HDTA member who wants to run for chapter president, first vice president, second vice president, secretary, 

treasurer, or member at large may contact Leslie Littman, Election Coordinator to request a Declaration of 

Candidacy form. Each office has a one-year term. She can be reached at llittman@cta.org or 

hartdistrictelections@gmail.com. Duties of each office can be found on the hartdistrictteachers.org website or ask 

your site rep for a copy.  

 
10. Declaration forms must be returned to Leslie Littman via the email addresses listed or delivered to the HDTA 

Office (26111 Bouquet Canyon Rd., Suite H-5, Santa Clarita, CA 91350) no later than 5:00 p.m., March 2, 2015. 
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11. Wade Williams (SA), one of our State Council representatives, shared information from the last State Council 

meeting.  STRS’s investments grew by 14% this past year and we will see an increase in our ADA to over $2,600.  

That hasn't been that high since 2007. The importance of the Association having access to off campus non-work 

related e mail is now more important than ever.  We may be asked to mobilize, and if so, we need to do it fast this 

year.  We are also still dealing with the issues being brought about by the Vergara lawsuit and CTA is working 

hard to contain this situation as it makes it way to the US Supreme Court.  Should this come to pass, we could 

find ourselves in a situation similar to Wisconsin and no longer have the guaranteed protections that come from 

our collective bargaining.  Please remain informed about this situation because it will directly impact our 

classroom and our job. 

12. A very lively discussion was held concerning the covering of IEPs, the idea of a professional day, and the 

problems and concerns circling around these issues.  While no definitive response or policy was hammered out in 

this meeting, lots of information and campus plans were shared and we ask your patience as we deal with this 

situation across the Association.  It is a larger issue than it appears at first glance and is going to need some 

careful and wise consideration.  We will keep you posted as we move forward with this issue.  In the meantime, 

please keep doing what is right for our IWENs.  Your voices have been heard.   

13. We have a new membership chair.  Christina Tolisano (SA) has agreed to take over this responsibility.  We are 

going to get her trained and up-to-speed this spring so she will become the new voice of membership.  It has been 

a pleasure serving as your membership chair for the past 14 year. 

 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Jayme Allsman 
President, HDTA  
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