
   
 

TONY THURMOND FACT SHEET: 
Commitment to Public Education & Youth 
 

 

Tony Thurmond’s roots in public education and public service run deep, 

drawing on reservoirs of compassion and commitment. Service is in his blood 

– his mother immigrated here from Panama to become a teacher. 

 

 

 

 

Elected to the Assembly District 15 office in 2014: Improving and supporting public education have 

been his top priorities in the Legislature. In Sacramento, Thurmond has: 

 

• Passed legislation to provide millions in education funding to school districts to keep students in 

school and out of the criminal justice system. 

 

• Fought for money to ensure that all California youth in foster care have the opportunity to go to 

college, and to increase funding for early education programs. 

 

• Advocated this legislative session to increase funding for preschool and afterschool programs by 

shifting millions from our criminal justice system into early education and after-school programs. 

 

• Worked to expand school-based health, mental health, and social service programs to remove 

barriers to learning, and to support students who are homeless or hungry or have experienced 

trauma. 

 

• Supported housing for educators and other incentives to help resolve the California teacher 

shortage and attract and retain educators. 

 

Served on East Bay School Board 2008-2012: During his time on the West Contra Costa Unified 

School District board, Thurmond oversaw truancy prevention programs, backed school-based mental 

health programs, and launched a program to teach life skills to disadvantaged students. He helped restore 

fiscal solvency to the district, while preserving counseling, after-school, music and athletic programs. He 

led a campaign that reduced school suspensions by 27 percent. 

 

Served on Richmond City Council 2005-2008: On the Council, Thurmond served as liaison to 

Richmond’s Youth Commission, Workforce Investment Board and West Contra Costa Unified School 

District. 

 

Social Service and Teaching Work: Thurmond spent 20 years as a social worker and has 12 years of 

direct experience in education teaching life skills classes, after-school programs, and career training. 

 

Education background: Thurmond is a graduate and former student body president of Temple 

University. He did his graduate work at Bryn Mawr College in Pennsylvania, where he received dual 

master’s degrees in law and social policy and social work. 

 

Family: Born in Monterey, California, Thurmond lives in Richmond and is the proud parent of two 

daughters in the public schools. They’re a constant inspiration, he says, and a reminder about the promise 

of our neighborhood schools to provide the strong future that every child deserves. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Talking Points 

Tony Thurmond for State Superintendent of Public Instruction 

 

• As a state Assembly member, school board trustee and city councilman, Tony Thurmond has 

served the public in elected office for more than 12 years. As a social worker, he is also a 

respected leader of non-profits for youth and a champion of the disadvantaged students. At every 

step, he has kept California's kids as his top priority. He knows how to get things done, and get 

results.  

 

• Like every classroom teacher, Thurmond knows the power of public education first-hand. “Public 

schools saved my life,” he has declared. His father left his family when he was very young, and 

his mother raised four children before dying of cancer when he was six years old. A cousin in 

Philadelphia raised him and his brother as her sons, providing him the love and great public 

education that lifted him up. “In my life, education has been a great equalizer that allowed me to 

overcome humble beginnings. I want the same opportunities for all of California’s kids.” 

 

• Thurmond’s life experiences have driven him to make improving and supporting public education 

his top priorities in the Assembly. He passed legislation to provide millions of dollars to school 

districts to keep kids in school and out of the criminal justice system, and fought for money to 

make sure that all California youth in foster care have the opportunity to go to college.  

 

• Thurmond believes as we do in demanding the resources necessary to preparing our students for 

21st-century jobs. He wants to see that every California student has the resources they need to 

develop their capabilities in science, technology, engineering and math to succeed in the high-

tech and global economy.  

 

• Thurmond wholeheartedly supports transparency and accountability for all public schools, 

including charter schools. With more than 1,200 charter schools operating in California, he does 

not believe we should increase the number of charters in the state. He believes charters should 

only be authorized by locally elected school boards, not county boards of education or the 

California State Board of Education.  

 

• Thurmond’s priorities are the opposite of his pro-charter industry opponent Marshall Tuck, the 

former investment banker who received millions in donations from his Wall Street backers for his 

failed 2014 bid. Tuck is getting money from the same school privatizers this time around.  

 

• Thurmond is fighting to provide more money for preschool and after-school programs by shifting 

$450 million from our criminal justice system into our early education and after school programs. 

He’s working to expand school-based health, mental health, and social service programs to 

remove the barriers that impede the ability of many of our students to learn. This legislation will 

support students who are homeless or hungry or have experienced trauma.  

 

• Having served on the West Contra County Unified School District board, Thurmond oversaw 

truancy prevention programs, supported school-based mental health programs, and launched a 

program called CEO Youth to teach entrepreneurship and life skills to disadvantaged students.  

 

• Tony Thurmond is the most qualified candidate to serve as the head of California’s public school 

system. His lifetime of commitment to public education, public service and our youth make him 

the most qualified of all the candidates for the critical office of state schools’ chief. 
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