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February 26 is the day the U.S. Supreme Court oral arguments 
about the Janus case will commence.  This case will impact how 
all public sector unions across the country will do business.  Those 
impacted will not only be teachers but fire fighters, nurse, police 
officers and such as well.  We will have to wait until later in the 
spring to learn the extent of the impact.  No matter how the case 
is decided, it is my hope that our members realize the value of 
their membership in HDTA and CTA.  Our collective voices have a 
definite impact on our relationship with the district and I hope ours 
is never diminished.  We have all seen how our unity has impacted 
meetings with the district and made a difference in the discussions 
being had.  Your continued support will benefit all of us in the 
here and now and the next generation of teachers who will follow 
behind us.  The history of HDTA has been a positive one and has 
provided us all with a positive contract with a competitive salary 
and good benefits.  As long as we continue to stand together, we are 
stronger for us all.

We are coming to the end of the evaluation season.  I would again 
remind folks to contact your building reps or your HDTA executive 
officers if you have a concern or question about an evaluation.  
We work diligently to make certain that they are done properly 
and that our administrators are working to help improve the 
educational experiences of our students.  An evaluation should 
never be punitive – only constructive and helpful.  As always your 
leadership team stands ready to help and assist you whenever you 
need us. All you have to do is ask.  We do not invade your privacy 
or rush in without being invited.  However, once you have made 
contact with us, you will have our full support, assistance and 
advice to guide you through any issues that have arisen.        
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HDTA ON THE WEB
HDTA Website 
www.hartdistrictteachers.org

HDTA Facebook 
facebook.com/HDTA

HDTA Twitter
@HartDTA

HDTA Mailchimp 
tinyurl.com/ycyvdkkm

CTA Website 
www.cta.org

NEA Website 
www.nea.org

HELPFUL LINKS
HDTA Conference 
Request Form 
tinyurl.com/y9yjklvz

HDTA Grievance 
Form
tinyurl.com/y8wglpb6

CTA Instruction & PD 
Memberships 
ctaipd.org

CTA Membership 
Benefits 
tinyurl.com/y8x37pby

CTA Invest
ctainvest.org/home

The Standard 
thestandard.org

Wish Foundation
wisheducationfoundation.org

Jersey Mike’s 
Donates to WISH

Dawn Ferrier, Rio 
Norte Teacher
“I attend the CTA Journey 
to Financial Independence 
conference in Las Vegas. I 
attended sessions that focused 
on retirement, membership 
engagement, and hot topics 
with Special Education. As a 
SPED teacher, I got great take-
aways about how to educate 
general education teachers on 
their involvement in the IEP 
process and instructing SPED 
students. Also, I received some 
hands-on strategies working 
with my Functional Academics 
students. The process of 
applying to HDTA for 
conference expenses was super 
simple. My mileage, meals, 
lodging, and registration was 
all paid for. I would for sure do 
it again.”

Conference application on 
hartdistrictteachers.org under 
the resources tab.

The WiSH Education 
Foundation is proud to 
announce that Jersey Mike’s 
has donated $9,564 to support 
the public school libraries of the 
William. S. Hart Union High 
School District, serving nearly 
23,000 students in grades seven 
to 12 in the Santa Clarita Valley.
All of the funds raised during 
the grand opening will go 
towards upgrading both hard 
copy books and technology 
in all Hart District libraries. 
Kyanna Isaacson and Steve 
Youlios, owners of the newest 
Jersey Mike’s in the Target 
shopping center, offered free 
subs with a minimum donation 
to WiSH during the first several 
days of the store’s opening. The 
community came out in record 
numbers, with lines out the 
door that moved very quickly 
due to their unique layout, 
which keeps people waiting 
for a minimal time even during 
their busiest periods of the day. Did you know?

Since August 2017...
10 of 11 Conferences Approved 
$7,260 Total Expences Covered

245
Members 

helped due 
to CTA FACT 

fund

The Creek Fire exploded in the foothills in the Sylmar 
area on December 6, claiming Valencia High School’s art 
instructor Cindy Betzer Pharis home. The CTA Disaster 
Relief Fund, administered by the FACT Foundation, exists 
to provide financial assistance to CTA members who have 
experienced significant losses as a result of disasters in the 
state of California. Qualifying applicants may receive a 
Temporary Displacement Grant of up to $500.

HDTA Headquarters
26111 Bouquet 
Canyon Road
Suite H-2
Santa Clarita, CA 
91350

661.255.0311
info@hartdistrictteachers.org

1.8
billion 

available 
in one-time 

money

Dr. Davide Aponik, our CTA Executive Director, spent 
time with the HDTA Rep. Council reviewing the 2018-
19 budget proposed by the governor and the news is 
positive. There should be increases in our per-student 
funding as well as an increase to LCFF levels of $3 
billion state-wide over 2017-2018 levels. There should 
also be $1.8 billion available in one-time monies. Our 
negotiations team will be discussing this news with the 
district.

Forecasting 
Janus Outcome 
on February 26

Spring Break on 
the Horizon
Out of all the benefits and 
programs available to 
CTA members, the list of 
discounts on retail shopping, 
entertainment, and vacation 
destinations are probably the 
most popular among members. 
Because when it’s time to go 
see a movie, plan a family 
vacation or just do some 
shopping, CTA members have 
discounts and travel services 
right at their fingertips. 

Follow these steps to log in:
1. Visit CTAMemberBenefits.org
2. Log in with your username 

and password. (No log in? 
Sign up!)

3.  Enter your CTA Member ID 
listed on your card.

Similar to two other cases that 
have reached the high court 
in recent years, the Janus case 
argues that union members 
forced to pay dues violates 
their First Amendment rights. 
Unions claim mandatory fees 
are necessary to prevent “free 
riders” from benefiting from 
union contracts and against 
dissenting members. The oral 
arguments will be made before 
the U.S. Supreme Court on 
February 26, and a decision 
could come as early March. 
CTA leadership believes that 
the case will be decided not 
in our favor and that this will 
have an impact on public 
employee unions nationwide. 
On February 24, there will be a 
CTA-sponsored demonstration 
in Los Angeles.

Did you know?
325,000 Number of CTA Members 

cont. from page 1 
I know the calendar says February 
but we do need to begin thinking 
about the primary elections of 
June.  There are some important 
offices that will be on the ballot 
not the least of which is the 

California Superintendent of Public Instruction.  Tom Torlakson is 
leaving office and the candidate with the wholehearted support of 
CTA is Tony Thurmond.  Please visit www.cta.org or http://www.
tonythurmond.com/ to learn more about him and his candidacy.  
He is a strong advocate for public schools and the work we all do in 
those public schools.  More campaign information will be coming 
your way as the elections get closer.

As always, it is a privilege to serve and support the members of 
HDTA.  The work you all do every day for the students of this 
valley is so important and  vital and it often seems to go unnoticed.  
You are not unnoticed by our Association – you are appreciated.
United,

Jayme Allsman
HDTA President
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Membership 
Discounts for 
Health
Make 2018 the best year ever. 
Use these discounts to get 
your health journey off on the 
right foot. As a member of 
CTA, you’re entitled to great 
discounts of up to 50% locally 
and across the nation! Use the 
login information listed above. 

HDTA Officers
President: 
Jayme Allsman

First Vice President: 
John Minkus

Second Vice President: 
Wade Williams

Treasurer: 
Gary Schulman

Secretary: 
Jennifer Rogers

Member At Large: 
Michael Copenhaver

Member At Large: 
Nina Zamora & Dianna 
Rose

Chief Negotiator: 
John Ahart

Membership: 
Christina Tolisano

Grievance: 
Sean O’Brian
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Cassandra Perez
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State Council Rep: 
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Mike Coombe
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Josh Stimac & 
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Megan Botton
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Gene Truex & 
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Eboni Shields
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Jeffery Sherwood


