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It’s good to be Mike!
Bowman High School economics and guitar teacher Michael 
Coombe had the lucky ticket Thursday, March 29 that 
won him a brand new 2018 Chevy Cruze from AutoNation 
Chevrolet Valencia. 

The sweepstakes was part of the 3rd Annual “WiSH Upon 
A Car” fundraiser for the WiSH Education Foundation, 
which funds programs and initiatives that go beyond what 
tax dollars provide for the William S. Hart Union High 
School District.

Although Coombe did not initially attend the event, he 
received a text message of his win; but, he disregarded it as 
spam text at first because of the spelling of his wife’s name. 
Once he realized it was not a joke, Coombe traveled down 
to the dealership. 

“I was in need of a new ride. My old car was getting near 
the end of its usefulness, so I’ll be driving it till retirement. 
The tech interface is most impressive. It’s a really smart car, 
and air conditioning is amazing,” Coombe said. 
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Welcome to the last few 
weeks of the year.  I know 
that you are both counting 
the days til the end and 
dreading the countdown 
because there is so much 
to do.  This year has been 
one filled with its own 
unique challenges, and I 
must again thank you all 
for the opportunity to be in 
service to our association in 
this capacity.  As we move 
towards the end of the year, 
let me share some things 
with you.

We still await the decision 
from the Supreme Court 
regarding the Janus case.  
We should be hearing the 
extent of their decision 
before the end of the school 
year.  As you hopefully 
know, their decision could 
have a major impact on 
the manner in which CTA 
and HDTA do business 

regarding dues payments 
and this impact will be 
felt by firefighters, police 
officers, nurses, and all 
other public sector unions 
as well.  I encourage you 
all to keep an eye on 
the happenings in other 
states such as Colorado, 
Arizona, West Virginia and 
others regarding teacher 
negotiations and working 
conditions.  These events 
teach us the power of the 
collective voice and action.  
HDTA has been a strong 
and powerful voice for our 
members over the course 
of the years, and I know 
that in the future that our 
strength will be rooted in 
the collective power we all 
bring to the table.

As we wield our collective 
voice, I would remind 
you, too, that the June 
elections are important 

to us as teachers.  Having 
leadership at the state level 
that is education friendly 
is key to the ongoing 
growth of the state budget 
allocations to education.  
Please take a moment to 
log in at www.cta.org  or 
visit our website at www.
hartdistrictteachers.org 
and read the information 
about the candidates 
supported by your fellow 
teachers at CTA State 
Council:  Tony Thurmond 
for Superintendent of Public 
Instruction and Gavin 
Newsome for Governor. 
Unlike their nearest 
opponents, both of these 
candidates are pro-public 
schools and pro teacher. We 
ask you to consider these 
names when making your 
choices in June.
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On CUE: conference formally titled 
Computer-Using Educators 
After applying for HDTA conference funding, unit 
members Christian Standley, Kristen Wilkins, Ashley 
Winkler attended California’s premier educational 
technology-based conference on March 14-17 in Palm 
Springs. 

Voice: What was the best part of the confernece?
Wilkins: “Attending CUE for the second year in a 
row was such a rewarding experience. I learned a ton 
of cool little tricks for my classroom and technology 
advancement like PDF Candy, Flippity, and Peardeck.

Voice: What is something that you want to bring back to your classroom?
Wilkins: “I found out about a new platform to run online content for students similar 
to Google Classroom, but with more variety to add standards and parental involvement 
called Kiddom. I also had the pleasure of attending a session on neurodiversity, which 
opened my eyes to the possibility of group involvement and endless opportunities to 
highlight student strengths and intelligence.

Voice: How does attending conferences impact professional development?
Wilkins: “As I sit on the PD team, I felt I needed to focus on a wide variety of tactics to help 
facilitate a more well-rounded PD program and listened to a district who runs their own 
‘PD Edventure.’ I will be bringing this to the attention of the PD team and Literacy Coach 
here at Saugus to see if we can run a similar program.”
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Communication has been a 
key issue for me this year, 
and the direction of my 
communication has been 
with school board members.  
Having frank conversations 
with the board members 
either all together at a board 
meeting or in a smaller 
setting with a couple of 
members of the e-board or 
the entire e-board have led 
to dialog that is productive 
and helpful.  For the most 
part, our school board 
members are eager to hear 
the teacher perspective on 
the issues facing the district 

and the classroom.  So, in 
2018-19 we will continue 
to talk with our board 
members about all things 
great and small that impact 
our lives as educators.

I look at the big HDTA 
calendar on my desk, and I 
am ready to tear the April 
page off.  However, that 
reminds me that summer is 
almost here and there are 
plans to be made.  
 
Bringing the year to a close, 
we hope that it has been a 
good one for you.  We know 

that our plates are filled 
to overflowing.  Any time 
you need help or assistance 
with a situation or have a 
question to ask, please do 
not hesitate to reach out.  I 
will always respect your 
privacy, but I will always do 
my best to assist you when 
you ask.

I wish you a good end-
of-the-year and a restful, 
restorative summer.  See 
you in August.

Jayme Allsman
HDTA President
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Summmer Office Hours
June - 9-4pm
July - Office Closed
*Feel free to leave a 
message by phone or 
email. We will be in touch 
as soon as possible.

Did you know?
Since August 2017...
15 of 17 HDTA Approved Conferences
$18,260 Total Expenses Covered

Kronos requirements might have 
changed but...HDTA encourages unit members to 

review their timesheet for the current payroll period for 
accuracy. Check to verify that absences have been entered 
correctly and sick/PN days accumulated is correct.  Print a 

hard copy report under the utilities option.
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Membership Discounts 
As a member of CTA, you’re entitled to great 
discounts of up to 50% locally and across the 
nation! 

Summer is a great time to travel, so check 
out the deals on hotels, rental cars, and 
amusement parks. If you’re staying local, 
check out the Edwards Theater discounted 
tickets for $8.50 each!

Log in CTAMemberBenefits.org. Create a 
login for both the CTA site and the separate 
discount site. It can be the same login. 

WHO Winner: 
Michael Copenhaver

Michael Copenhaver’s voice of calm and 
reason goes a great distance; he understands 
how to alleviate worries on the part of HDTA 
members and to help Sierra Vista Junior 
High administration understand the issues 
at hand. As the recipient of the WHO award,  
Copenhaver received the greatest accolades 
from his staff for his unwavering and staunch 
support of their needs and rights

As nominated by the HDTA executive board, 
Copenhaver recently became a member of the 
engagement committee, which explores issues 
confronting the teaching profession.

Teachers give us so much. A boost of confidence 
when we really need one. Extra help when 
we’re having trouble. A welcoming presence 
when everything else seems out of control. 
And though HDTA knows we can’t ever thank 
everyone enough, we can take a moment during 
National Teacher Appreciation Week to share 
our appreciation. We hope that you enjoyed our 
small token of gratitude; a little new school and 
old school. 

Did you know?
Since August 2017...
15 of 17 HDTA Approved Conferences
$18,260 Total Expenses Covered Did you know?

The CTA WHO Award stands for “We Honor Ours.”  
Each service center annually honors members who 
are in leadership roles, providing recognition for 
service contribution to the teaching profession.

“Thanks for the perfect Disneyland 
accompaniment!” -Crystal Hilstein, 
Saugus

“Best gift ever!!!!  I LOVE the 
portable charger - such a practical, 
and thoughtful gift that I will use 
and enjoy!!  Warmest thanks!” -Lisa 
Schindewolf, Placerita

“Thank you HDTA for the wonderful 
gift! Now my phone won’t die during 
the school day!” -Adam Holland, West 
Ranch

“The charger was such a useful and 
thoughtful gift!  Thank you!” -Kathlee 
Coleman, Sierra Vista 

“Thank you so much for the gift! It’s much 
appreciated!” -Nicole Terranova, Sierra Vista


