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Some of my students 
complained to me last 
week about the number of 
political ads everywhere – 
even on YouTube.  They are 
growing weary of them and 
groaned when I reminded 
them that the elections are 
still three weeks away. 

While I silently agreed with 
them, the teacher in me saw 
the teaching opportunity 
in their comments and we 
talked about the election 
process and our politics in 
general.  That is my way 
of letting you know I am 
about to include a political 
commercial here!  You may 
have seen The Signal article 
announcing our school 

board endorsements.

In a nutshell, members 
of your rep council and 
exec board interviewed 
the different candidates, 
discussed and debated 
the responses and then 
chose to endorse our three 
incumbents Bob Jensen, 
Cherise Moore, and Joe 
Messina.  I also want to 
encourage you to cast your 
vote for Tony Thurmond 
for SPI.  His opponent is 
from the world of charter 
schools and is backed by 
those who would like to 
privatize all things (read: 
even STRS) connected to 
public education.  

We currently have several 
“irons in the fire” that 
bring up the issue of 
our Weingarten rights.  I 
know we have visited this 
issue before but it bears 
repeating.  The US Supreme 
Court has given us the right 
to have representation if 
we feel that a meeting may 
lead to discipline in any 
way.  You have the right to 
ask for the meeting to stop 
and for your representative 
to be summoned.  Do not 
proceed with the meeting 
even if the administrator 
reassures you do not need 
representation. 

cont. to page 2 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

With 200+ in attendance, unit members 
gathered for the board meeting to urge 
district negotiators to approve the 
2017-2018 proposal. As of Sept. 26, unit 
members had been working without a 
contract for 15 months. 

Keith Matkin (HA) spoke first, 
emphasizing the importance of being able 
to live where he works. Mike Copenhaver 
(SV) shared how important it was for him 
to return to the community in which he 
grew up. Plus, Cindy Wilken (CA) spoke 
from the perspective of both teacher and 
parent in this valley.

Our elections chair, Cassie Perez-St.
Antoine (WR) counted 774 ballots, 
resulting in 670 yes and 104 no. The 
majority vote ratified the new contract for 
July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2020.

HDTA President Jayme Allsman said, 
“Please be assured that every budget 
document was examined and analyzed 
by our team and by CTA staff to be 

certain that no money was left on the 
table. I know we occasionally hear of 
another district which might have gotten 
a greater percentage of a raise and 
wonder ‘what if.’  Please examine those 
districts’ unduplicated pupil counts 
to see the impact those numbers have 
on their budgets; the higher the ratio 
of unduplicated pupils, the higher the 
allotment of monies for their LCAP.”

SHOW UP, 
SHIRT UP

Unit Members Attend September 26 
Board Meeting

Photos by Marty Fricke & Christina 
Tolisano
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Bowman: Mike Coombe
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Darren LaRue & Josh 
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Hart:  
Sam Modugno & 
Lynn Yale
La Mesa: Kathy Gettman
PAR: Christy Lennarz
Placerita: Edward Carr
Rancho Pico: Doug 
Smith
Rio Norte: Dawn Ferrier
Saugus: Megan Botton & 
Marty Fricke
Sierra Vista: Kellie Kontis
TLC: Anna Bettencourt
Valencia: Gene Truex & 
Stephan Whelan 
West Ranch:  
Laura Erickson & 
Mike Kane
Psychologists:  
Eboni Shields
Speech and Lang:  
Kaitlyn Wilson 

HDTA Headquarters
26111 Bouquet Canyon Rd.
Suite H-2
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661.255.0311
info@hartdistrictteachers.org

Office Hours
9-4pm
*Feel free to leave a 
message by phone 
or email. We will be 
in touch as soon as 
possible.

 The Voice 
Editor-in-Chief  

If you walk into a 
meeting and there are 
two administrators (or a 
law enforcement officer) 
present, stop and call 
for your building rep.  
The double teaming of a 
member by administrators 
is simply not cool.

October 26 marks the 
beginning of the first CTA 
State Council session 
for the 2018-19 school 
year.  Since I don’t have 
any meetings on Friday, 
Saturday morning’s 8 
o’clock hour will find me 
in my Student Support 
Services committee meeting 
at the Bonaventure.  Being 
a part of State Council 
has been such a learning 
opportunity for me.  My 
committee is the one 
that deals with issues 
concerning counselors, 
teacher-librarians, 
psychologists, nurses, 
and such and the impact 
those members have on 
our students and our 

staffs.   CTA is definitely 
a democratic organization 
with the 760+ members 
of Council making the 
decisions that drive the 
work of the organization 
and also electing the 
officers and board of 
directors’ members who are 
the feet on the ground.  The 
debates and discussions 
on the floor of the general 
session are lively and 
enlightening. Should 
you ever be interested in 
visiting the general sessions 
of State Council, let me 
know and we’ll make that 
happen.

Thank you all for your 
patient support of our 
negotiations team as they 
steadfastly worked towards 
getting an agreement in 
place for the 2017-18 school 
year.  This new contract is 
three years in length with 
re-openers coming up each 
new school year.  Their 
work at the table with the 
district is time-consuming 

and painstaking and they 
do it willingly for the good 
of all in the bargaining unit.  
As crazy as this seems, 
now that we have 2017-
18 wrapped up, we must 
begin on 2018-19. 

This is a busy time of the 
year with negotiation 
season upon us and 
evaluation season coming 
up in addition to the 
other things such as busy 
holidays.  Be sure to pace 
yourself through all the 
demands on your time and 
your energy and remember 
to treat yourself to a little 
down time (sometimes 
easier said than done!)  It 
is my privilege to be in 
service to the educators 
of the Hart District 
Teachers Association and I 
appreciate your support.

United,  
Jayme Allsman

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE cont.

SURVEY SAYS
Sign Up for HDTA Update List 
http://eepurl.com/zMcIf

Coming to you soon will be a new 
negotiations survey.  Please take a 
few minutes to consider changes 
in language that you would like to 
see in it. Our negotiators take all of 
the suggestions that you raise into 
consideration when they put together 
the proposal to be given to the district’s 
team – so share.   If you are a part of a 
smaller group within the Association, 
please talk to your colleagues and 

make certain that you all are sharing 
information with our team.  I would 
share with you that the two re-openers 
that are always on the list of items to be 
discussed are salary and benefits – you 
don’t need to include those in your 
responses!  Give us the other issues of 
concern to you. 

Sign uo to receive the negotiations 
survey. PERSONAL EMAIL ONLY

 
Christina 
Tolisano



ROCK THE VOTE

Superintendent of Public Instruction
Tony Thurmond

Governor
Gavin Newsom

Lieutenant Governor
Ed Hernandez

Attorney General
Xavier Becerra

Treasurer
Fiona Ma

Insurance Commissioner
Ricardo Lara

State Controller
Betty Yee

Secretary of State
Alex Padilla 

Congressional District #25
Katie Hill
 
State Assembly District #38
Christy Smith

YES Prop 4  
Children’s Hospital Bonds Initiative  

YES Prop 10  
Local Rent Control Initiative 

NO  Prop 5  
Property Tax Transfer Initiative  

NO Prop 11  
Ambulance Employees Paid On-Call 
Breaks 

Tuesday, November 6
cta.org/campaign Endorsements

TONY 
THURMOND 
2018 CASC Conference
October 19, Riverside

As one of the Keynote 
speakers at the California 
Association of School 
Counselors conference, 
Assembly member Tony 
Thurmond stressed the 
importance of leaving a 
legacy as a candidate for 
Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. 

“If I could be part of 
changing the narrative in 
education, this is what I 
want my legacy to be.” 

Thurmond has a 
background in social 
work and has been a 
critical advocate for 
student support services, 
authoring bills that are 
attended to advance the 
services school counselors 
and other support services 
provided to students. 
His office continues to 
collaborate with CASA 
staff to support critical 
legislation. 

Thurmond encourages 
educators to send him 
thoughts, ideas, and 
suggestions. Feel free to 
explore his website.

Photo by Christina Tolisano

294 DAY COUNTDOWN
Castaic High School Opening
Slated to open to its first class of 
freshmen in August 2019, Castaic 
High School is set to be the seventh 
comprehensive high school in the 
William S. Hart Union High School 
District.

“Our ‘Countdown to Castaic’ event 
(was) just about a month ago, and it is 
gratifying to see about 400 people from 
the community and from across Santa 
Clarita come out for the first public 
unveiling of what’s going to be a state-
of-the-art campus in a beautiful location. 
(It’s) very exciting,” Hart District 
Superintendent Vicki Engbrecht said. 

Castaic High is set to include a state-
of-the-art CTE program in response to 
the rising need for what Hart District 
Board Member Bob Jensen described as 
“non-college curriculum” within in the 
district in the last decade.

“What we want to do is cater to the 
community, and the needs and changes 
in the community,” Jensen said. “I 
would like all of our students to find 
what their niche is, to find where their 
talents lie. It could be in a number of 
areas, and some of it may not be areas 
where you would go to college.” 

Click on images above to listen to 
the broadcast interviews. For futher 
information regarding Castaic.

Story and videos from KHTS/YouTube, 
August 29 & September 13, 2018


